Internal carotid artery stenosis as the sequela of a pseudoaneurysm after methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection.
Pseudoaneurysm of the internal carotid artery is an extremely uncommon complication of pediatric deep neck space infections in the postantibiotic era, and poses a diagnostic challenge to clinicians. Early recognition and aggressive management are essential to prevent mortality and serious morbidity. We describe a pseudoaneurysm of the left internal carotid artery after a retropharyngeal abscess in an infant. The retropharyngeal abscess required surgical drainage, and the pseudoaneurysm was managed conservatively with antibiotic therapy. The patient developed 50% stenosis of the left internal carotid artery after recovery. Limited data are available about long-term outcomes of pseudoaneurysms of the internal carotid artery. During 7-year follow-up, she demonstrated no neurologic sequelae and normal development. Despite the left internal carotid artery stenosis, blood supply to the left cerebral hemisphere is well maintained through the circle of Willis. We highlight the importance of early recognition and aggressive management to avoid serious outcomes.